
Welcome to Reception at 
Uffington C of E Primary School 

Our school values are: Love, Respect, Resilience
Our school vision is: ‘Everyone Matters’



Vision and Values

• Please see the full details on the school website: 
https://www.uffingtonprimary.org/Value-and-Ethos/
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White Horse Class - Early Years Foundation Stage

Reception and Pre-School mixed, although some activities are separate, for example phonics. 

We have worked hard on improving both our indoor and outdoor environment recently- elements 
of The Curiosity Approach and Montessori. Natural and open-ended resources.

Key elements of EYFS
Play and active learning.

A stimulating environment that facilitates learning both indoors and outdoors.

A balance of adult-directed, adult-led and child-initiated/led activities.

Adults who know each child well, including their interests, strengths, needs and next steps. 



Characteristics of Effective Learning

Active Learning

• Children learn best when they are actively involved in their learning process. 

• They need opportunities to explore, experiment, and engage with their surroundings.

Playing and Exploring

• Play-based learning is an effective approach that allows children to learn at their own pace while enjoying the 
process. 

• It encourages creativity, problem-solving skills, and critical thinking. 

• Through play, children can develop a sense of self-direction and independence as they make choices and 
decisions about what they want to do.

Creating and thinking critically

• Creating and Thinking Critically underscores the importance of developing thinking skills and problem-solving 
abilities in young learners. 

• Some areas of a child’s development can not be taught so it is important to allow children the freedom to 
express themselves, have a voice and be listened to.



7 areas of learning, broken down into strands:
Prime areas:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

• Self-regulation
• Managing Self
• Building Relationships

Communication and Language: 
• Listening, Attention and Understanding
• Speaking

Physical Development: 
• Gross Motor Skills
• Fine Motor Skills



Specific areas:
Literacy: 

• Comprehension
• Word Reading
• Writing

Maths: 
• Number
• Numerical Patterns

Understanding the World:
• Past and Present
• People, Culture and Communities
• The Natural World

Expressive Arts and Design: 
• Creating with Materials
• Being Imaginative and Expressive

Early Learning Goals/ Good Level of Development- end of year assessment





Key members of staff

Miss Wise - Class teacher of White Horse Class, key worker 
for Reception children

Miss Scott - Teaching assistant (full-time) for White Horse 
Class, key worker for Pre-School children 

Mrs Tilling- Teaching assistant (mornings only)

Mrs Cook – Headteacher

Miss Scott and Mrs Gant are our Forest School leaders



Our timetable

White Horse Class begin school at 8:45 and finish school at 
3:15 with the older 3 classes. 
Drop-off and pick-up are both on the school playground.

The children have daily phonics, maths and Drawing Club (3-4x 
a week) alongside many other activities throughout the week 
covering all 7 areas of learning. 

Weekly whole afternoon of forest school on a Friday.

Weekly PE session (on a Tuesday, beginning after October 
half-term).



Equipment and clothing needed
Clothing appropriate to the weather- e.g. sunhat, waterproof coat, warm coat, gloves and 
winter hat. 

A book bag for their reading record and reading book. We will also put any letters etc. in 
here to send home as well as their new library book on library days. 

A full spare set of clothes (including underwear and socks). You do not need to bring in a bag 
for these as bags for their pegs are provided. 

A water bottle. 

Children need a waterproof coat and wellies in school all year round for Uffington Outdoor Play 
(can be same set as for forest school). 

A puddle suit or waterproof trousers for Forest School.

All belongings MUST be named! 

We can only apply/ help children apply suncream if a permission form has been filled in 
(available from the office)



Active 
Uniform Policy



Getting dirtyThis splodge is part of 
my lunch.  I am trying 
so hard to use a knife 

and fork correctly.

This black mark was 
made with a pen.  I am 
trying to develop my 
writing and drawing 

skills.

This grass stain shows 
that I have been using 

the outdoor area to 
develop my physical 

skills.

Painting helps me to 
develop my creativity.  

Sometimes I accidently 
get paint on my shirt as 

I work.

The mud kitchen is very 
messy but it helps me 
develop my imagination 
and use of descriptive 

language.

Sometimes my uniform comes home a 
little wet.  I learn huge amounts of 
science and maths in the water trays.

A dirty uniform shows what the children 
have been learning.



Reading
Children read their reading books in school 3x a week in their reading groups before these are sent home. 
When we send a new book home we also collect in the reading book from the week before. In the book you 
can see the 3 sessions completed in school so you can support your child with these skills at home. 

The phase the children are reading in their reading books is unlikely to be the same as what they are doing 
in their phonics groups as they should be able to read their books with 90% fluency by the end of the week. 
The children are assessed each term to determine which phase they are on (Little Wandle).

Library books- we visit the school library once a fortnight. If children have brought the book they have 
borrowed back they can choose a new one to borrow. You can bring their book back earlier if you have 
finished with it- just pop it in their book-bag. 

Reading with your child at home makes such a difference, please do this as much as possible, including 
discussing the book with them (support for this included in the reading books).



Communication with parents/ carers

Class Dojo
Newsletter
Parents’ Evenings
End of year report
If ever you want to discuss something with us, either email 
the office or briefly catch us on the playground to arrange a 
suitable time to meet or to inform us of anything we need to 
know.



Food and drink

Mid-morning snack is provided - milk and fruit.

Reception children are eligible for Universal Free School 
Meals- there is a meat, vegetarian and lighter option to 
choose from each day. These are now pre-ordered 
before the day (MCAS). You can choose to send in a 
healthy, balanced lunch-box instead. 

We are a nut-free school. 



Supporting your child at home

Reading with and reading to your child, including discussing what 
has happened in the book/story, what they think might happen 
next, why they think something happened, discussing new 
vocabulary, what they liked and disliked about the book etc.

Talk to your child as much as possible, this can be narrating what 
you or they are doing, modelling new vocabulary or correct use of 
language, discussing what you can see etc. 

Singing rhymes with your child. 

In the newsletter, you will find out what we have been focusing 
on that week and how you can support and build on this at home. 



Special events throughout the school 
year

Regular ‘Feel-good Fridays’ and ‘Treat Fridays’. 
Feel-good Friday: Children (and staff!) wear something 
that makes them feel good.
Treat Friday: PTA sell treats at the end of the day on the playground.

School trips (more information closer to the time), White Horse Week, 
Founders’ Day.

Harvest Service, Remembrance Service, Christmas Play (every 2 years), 
Easter Service.

Full details and dates are found on the ‘Year at a Glance’ sheet.
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